PRINCE BllLOW'S LATIN TENDENCIES     *9
although by nature and by birth lie appeared to be destined
for a full life of happiness and success.
As a young man he had felt the spell of Latinism. After
a short spell in Rome he had filled a more prolonged appoint-
ment in Paris, during which he had been made familiar with
French social life, the Gallic spirit, the eloquence of the
Palais Bourbon* His term as Secretary in Vienna had brought
him under the spell of the Italian Countess Donhoff, nee
Princess Di Camporeale, whose parents, the Minghettis, he
had known when he was attach^ in Rome; and this friendship,
which led to marriage, was a decisive influence in his life in
that it finally completed the hold upon him of the Latin
spell, and even left this normally cool man sensitive at times
to the influences of Roman Catholic ritual. Donna Maria
was not an ardent Catholic—such tendencies were completely
foreign both to her mother, Donna I/aura Minghctti, and her
stepfather, Marco Minghetti, who had brought her up. But
a Catholicism rather in the aesthetic, artistic, not to say mystic
sense, formed part of her " Romanism." It became no longer
possible for Billow with his marked Latinism to boast, as
Goethe, whom he rated so highly and so often quoted, had
boasted when for the first time he saw in Rome the dazzling,
incense-clouded spectacle of the Roman Catholic ritual :
that all that fell from him like rain from a waterproof cape,
and could do nothing to shake the Protestant Diogenism in
which he had grown up. Billow, too, had been brought up
in a sort of " Protestant Diogenism " by his Mecklenburg
father and Hamburg mother, and to the fold of this faith he
at last returned when, full of years, he was cremated, and the
urn containing his ashes was placed beside that containing
his wife's in the Nicnstcdtcn cemetery at Altona.
But many Latin-Romanic stages stood between the
" Protestant Diogenism " of his cradle and the plunge into
the darkness of that urn, and they were not a succession of
minor incidents but rather important turning-points in his
life.
His Imperial Chancellorship was one day to succumb to a
decisive blow from the Catholic Centre in the Getman
Reichstag, in whose midst sat the most intimate friend of his
youth, Prince Arenberg; and his career as a statesman was
to die under the political axe with which Victor Emmanuel III,

